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[Rollcall Vote No. 310 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
gardln ieajpy Sinema
arper ujan ;
Casey Manchin :?;Ibtgln ow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden
NAYS—47
Barrasso Grassley Portman
Blunt Hagerty Risch
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Bur? Hyde-Smith Sasse
Caplpo Inhofe Scott (FL)
gafls_ldy %ohns%n Scott (SC)
ollins ennedy

Cornyn Lankford :helpy

ullivan
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Lummis Tillis
Crapo Marshall
Cruz McConnell T00m9¥
Daines Moran Tuberville
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

NOT VOTING—3

Blackburn Graham Rubio

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HEINRICH). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN
AMERICA ACT—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

The Senator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—H.R. 3684

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the time dur-
ing any recess, adjournment, or period
of morning business count postclosure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information
of all Senators, the Senate will con-
vene at noon tomorrow and resume
consideration of the infrastructure bill.

We have been working hard all day
on amendments, and, hopefully, we can
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come to some agreement tomorrow,
but time is burning as we go forward.

So for the information of Members,
keep working, and we will resume at 12
noon.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 249, 271, and 166;
that the Senate vote on the nomina-
tions en bloc with no intervening ac-
tion or debate and that the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table; that any statements re-
lated to nominations be printed in the
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action
and the Senate resume legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Bryan Todd
Newland, of Michigan, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of the Interior; Carlos
Del Toro, of Virginia, to be Secretary
of the Navy; Christopher Paul Maier, of
California, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense.

Thereupon, the senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Newland, Del Toro, and
Maier nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

———

RELATIVE TO THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE MAURICE ROBERT
GRAVEL, FORMER SENATOR
FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
343, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

August 7, 2021

A resolution (S. Res. 343) relative to the
death of the Honorable Maurice Robert Grav-
el, former Senator from the State of Alaska.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

———

MORNING BUSINESS

343) was

RESIDENTIAL SATELLITE
BROADBAND SERVICE

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, my
State of Maryland has a proud history
of innovation in satellite technology
and space exploration. Greenbelt, MD,
is home to Goddard, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration’s
first Space Flight Center Space Flight
Center. The National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, which oper-
ates a fleet of weather satellites, has
its headquarters in Silver Spring. Addi-
tionally, the largest provider of resi-
dential satellite broadband service,
Hughes Network Systems, is
headquartered in Germantown. Hughes
serves consumers in some of the most
rural, hard-to-reach areas of the coun-
try.

As the Senate considers the bipar-
tisan infrastructure bill, I believe there
is broad agreement that the broadband
deployment grants established by the
bill and administered by the Depart-
ment of Commerce would help bring
broadband service to unserved and un-
derserved households in some of the
most rural areas in the U.S. I also be-
lieve that satellite technology can and
should be one of the technological op-
tions for achieving our broadband de-
ployment goals. Because a geo-sta-
tionary satellite orbits at 22,500 miles
above earth, however, even signals
traveling at the speed of light take a
split-second longer to reach their des-
tination, causing ‘‘latency’—or delay—
in real-time broadband applications.
Fortunately, satellite innovators in
Maryland and elsewhere have designed
measures to reduce latency by using a
mix of communications platforms, in-
cluding low-earth orbit satellites and
fixed wireless networks.

I believe that where the broadband
grants provision in division F, title I of
the infrastructure bill establishes a
“‘real-time, interactive” standard for
permissible latency, residential sat-
ellite broadband service providers may
meet this standard by offering a hybrid
mix of geostationary and nongeo-
stationary satellite networks or fixed
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